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NAT ICAL, MILITARY ESTABLISHM. yo 


OFFICE OF, THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE 
August 3, 1949 © 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY 
“THE SECRETARY OF THE NAVY 
THE SECRETARY OF THE AIR FORCE 
THE CHAIRMAN, MUNITIONS BOARD 
THE CHAIRMAN, RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 
BOARD 
THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
THE CHAIRMAN, PERSONNEL POLICY BOARD 
THE CHAIRMAN, MILITARY LIAISON COMMITTEE 
SUBJECT; Organization for the Handling of yPolitico-Military 
" & Matters in the National Military Establisnmienty _ 


l, This memorandum is designed to assign and delineate functions - 


for the handling of politico-military matters within the National | 
Establishment, 


2. Coordination of Politico-Military Matters in General. In 
order to provide an agency which can effectively and continuously 
coordinate and supervise planning, and the execution of approved policies, 


.in the politico-military field (exclusive of foreign military assistance and 


matters relating to the occupied-.areas) within the National Military 
Establishment, I am hereby establishing the Office of Foreign Military. 
Affairs in my office. Under the direction ot “the Secretary of Defense, 
‘and with the advice of the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the Munitions Board, 
respectively, on the military and economic aspects thereof, the Office 
of Foreign Military Affairs will perform the following functions with 
respect to all politico-military matters exceot those relating to occupied 
areas and military assistance: ee 


a. Keep the Secretary of Defense and other appropriate 
authorities advised of the status of major matters of a politico- 


military character which are under cons eer ation or which require 
attention, 
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bh. Consistent with the functions and responsibilities of 

the several departments and agencies of the National Military 

Establishment, as heretofore or hereafter approved by me, assign 

responsibility for the handling of particular problems or areas 

of problems in the politico-military field to such departments 

and agencies, and monitor their progress. 3 


&. Coordinate planning within the National Military 
Establishment with respect to politico-military affairs. 


dad. Supervise and coordinate the execution within the 
National Military Establishment of approved politico-military 
policies of the National Security Council or of other authority. 


&. Assist the Secretary of Defense in coordinating the 
activities of the National Mititary Establishment in the politico- 
military field with those of the National Security Council, the © 
Department of State and any other ageucies of government that may 
be concerned. 


In discharging its functions the Office of Foreign Military Affairs will 
make the maximum use of the facilities of the several departments and 
agencies of the National Military Re rponstment which are meencenncs with 
politico- -military matters. 


3. Responsibility for Matters Affecting the Occupied Areas. Myr, 
Tracy Voorhees, Assistant Secretary of the Army, is hereby designated as 
my deputy to handle all policy matters affecting the occupied areas and 
to represent the National Military Establishment with the Department of 
state and other agencies of the Government in, connection therewith. In 
performing these duties, he will obtain the adivice of the Joint Chiefs - 
of Staff with respect to the military aspects thereof, . In addition, his 
office will keep the Office of Foreign Military Affairs generally advised 
with respect to occupation matters of outstanding importance and of other 
matters relating to the occupied areas which have important politico- 
military implications extending beyond those areas themselves, In this 
connection, my memorandum to the Secretary of the Army, dated 27 April 
1949, and entitled ‘Responsibility for the Development and Approval of 
NME Policy with respect to Military Government and Civil Affairs in the 
Occupied Areas’’ is nomen. rescinded, 


a: Responsibility for Military Assistance Matters, Major General 
Lyman Lemnitzer, Assistant to the Secretary of Defense for Foreign 
Military Assistance, will continue to perform those functions with respect 


oy 
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‘to military assistance which have heretofore keen delegated to him, 


: ineluding the representation of the National Milltery Establishment with 


the Department of State and other governmental agencies. In persorming 
these duties, he will obtain the advice of the -oint Chiefs of Staff and 

the Munitions Board, respectively, with respect to the military and 
‘eeonoraic aspects thereof, In addition, he will keep the Office of Foreign 
Military Affairs generally advised concerning important matters in this 
‘area and coordinate with that office on problems which have politico- 
military implications extending beyond the field of military assistance 
itself. 


5, Responsibility for Advising on Military Aspects of Politico- 
’ Military Matters, The Joint Chiefs of Staff are charged with the duty 
of advising all officials having cognizance over politico-military affairs 
on the military aspects of such affairs. 
6. Responsibility for Advising on the 2conomic Aspects of ¢ 
Politico-Milita atters, _The Munitions Board is charged with advising 
all officials having cognizance over politico-military affairs on the 
economic aspects of such affairs, In addition, and subject to any further 
instructions from me, the Munitions Board will continue to discharge those 
functions with respect to foreign economic matters which it is currently 
performing. In this connection, it will keep the Office of Foreign 
Military Affairs generally informed concerning important matters in this 
area, ° ‘ 


7, Role of the War Council. Politico-military problems of major 
importance, and particularly those which are before, or are to be sub- 
raitted to, the National Security Council, will, whenever appropriate, be 
submitted to the War Council for consideration. . 


8; Special Consultant on Politico-Military Matters. Major General © 
James H,-Burns, U.S.A. (Retired),.has agreed to be available as a special 
consultant to me on politico-military matters. He is prepared, from time 
to time as circumstances may require, to serve as a policy advisor on 
important issues in this field (except as they relate to the occupied 
areas) and, on such oceasions and in such capacity, to discuss the policies 
- relating to such issues, if required, with the ranking officials of the 
National Security Council, the Department of State and other government 
agencies which may be concerned, As and when called upon to perform 
these duties, he will have the status of a deputy to the Secretary of 
Defense in the field of politico-military matters. General Burns will 
have no administrative or executive duties and will. not be responsible for 
the handling of the many day-to-day problems of mutual concern to the 
National Military Establishment and the Department of State, or for the 
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coordination of such matters within the National Milita am Establishment, or 
between the two agencies. On the other hand, I am sure he will be glad to 
give his advice and guidance tc those who are working cn such matters 
whenever he can be available and the occasion warrants, and I request, 
except as to matters affecting the occupied areas, that major policy matters - 
in the field cof politico-military affairs be brought to him for consideration 
whenever he is available. In addition, I request that all agencies of the 
National Military Establishment provide him with such information and 
assistance as he may require in handling assignments which he under- 
takes at my request, and, in particular, I charge the Office of Foreign 
‘Military Affairs with keeping him generally abreast of developments in the. 
. politico-military field and with preparing materials which he may need. 


9. J.am.hereby designating Mr. N._E,. Halaby. as. Director_of the 
Office of Foreign Military Affairs, 


10, The term “‘politico-military matters’’ as used herein means 
matters of a military character which are affected with a foreign relations 
interest, foreign relations matters affected with a military interest, and 
any other matters which are of mutual concern to the Department of 
State and the National Military Establishment or over which the National 
Security Council has jurisdiction, excluSive of matters relating to’ internal 
: security. 


(signed) LOUIS JOHNSON 
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